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STUDENT NEWS

Amanda Zhang, viola won second prize for "Best Prokofiev Performance" International
Competition, in honor of the 131st anniversary of the birth of Sergey Sergeyevich Prokofiev, on April
23, 2022. Amanda is the student of Dr. Larisa Elisha's viola.

Gabe Stiles (BM Composition) has just finished a new composition for violin, cello, and piano. He will
be travelling to Athens, Greece, at the end of May to work with the Galan Trio as they go into the

studio to produce a professional recording of the brand new piece. Congratulations, Gabe!

One of our 2022 music education graduates will embark on a different path after commencement. On
May 31, Jake Maine will report to Parris Island for 13 weeks of United States Marine Corps (USMC)
basic training. Jake’s journey began a year ago when he met with a band recruiter. He then received
a varied packet of music that included orchestral excerpts, jazz charts, marches, and concert band
standards which he recorded and submitted to a USMC technical assistant (TA) for review. The TA
and a panel of officers and musicians then came to campus for a live audition that included scales,
prepared pieces, and sight-reading. Following that audition, Jake was invited to join the USMC as a
musician.

After basic training, Jake will report to the Naval School of Music in Virginia Beach, Virginia. At the

Music School, he will study theory and aural skills and take bi-weekly lessons. Jake’s scores on the
audition earned him a preferred duty station, and he chose to be assigned to Marine Corps
Recruiting Depot San Diego. Godspeed, PFC Maine!

Pictured – Jake Maine with saxophone professor Dr. Carolyn Bryan after his October graduation
recital.

Brendan Kennedy, a senior Honors student, presented a research poster at the Honors Research
Symposium on April 15. The title of his research is "Voice Change in Developing Female Voice
Students". Brendan is working with Dr. David Langley to shed light on the often overlooked
phenomenon of the voice change process in female singers.

Members of the GSU Chapter of the National Association for Music Education hosted a musical
art stop at Arts Fest. They helped children make and decorate tambourines to take home and
introduced them to lots of fun percussion instruments.

Several special guests were part of the 20th Night of Wild Sax on April 24. Alumni Rutledge Boykin
'11 and Madison Couch Carter '16 as well as Clint Carter '16 (percussion) and students
from Savannah Arts Academy, Harlem High School, Swainsboro High School, and Greenbriar
High School are pictured with the members of Southern Saxophones.

The Georgia Southern Jazz Ensemble setting up and conducting a sound check for our
performance at Wayne County High School Thursday evening April 28. This was the final
performance of the 2021-2022 academic year.

The Georgia Southern University Trumpet Ensemble under the direction of Dr. Tim
Kintzinger will be presenting a pre-competition concert on Friday, May 20, 2022 at 5pm in the Carter
Recital Hall on the Statesboro Campus. The ensemble will be traveling to Denton, Texas on May 21
to compete in the Ginger Turner Ensemble Competition at the International Women’s Brass
Conference. While there, graduate student, Blayze Jackson, and junior, Nick McGouirk, will also
compete in the Susan Slaughter Solo and the Mock Military Band Competitions.

While at the conference, the ensemble will present a 20 minute concert for conference attendees.
The Friday, May 20 concert will feature the commissioned work, Three American Melodies for Eight
Trumpets, by Robert Elkjer, as well as the other conference repertoire. The two solo competitors will
also perform their competition works.

Travel to the conference is made possible by a generous contribution from the Student Government
Association as well as the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music.

FACULTY NEWS

Congratulations, Dr. Robert Harris on his 40 years of service!!

Congratulations Sarah Hancock on your retirement and 25 years of service!!

David Murray, Professor of Music and Keyboard Area Head, was awarded the 2022 College of Arts
and Humanities Award of Distinction in Scholarly and Creative Work for his recording of sonatas by
C. P. E. Bach and W. F. Bach (MSR Classics).

ALUMNI NEWS

Fulton County Arts & Culture in partnership with MARTA Artbound, Arts and Entertainment Atlanta
and Microsoft is celebrating the launch of the new Public Art Futures Lab. The new Public Art Futures
Lab explores the connection between art and technology, which will create a tech-enabled artaccessible experience for the community. Through its partnership with Underground Atlanta, the
county now has a studio space to feature artists-in-residence and an exhibition space where
residents and other artists can display their work. Following a review and scoring from a diverse
panel consisting of members from the arts, education, and technology sectors, three artists were
selected for this project. Eddie Farr BA ’11 MM ‘13 was awarded an A&E Atlanta Residency to utilize
traffic and pedestrian movement data to create real-time digital artworks and audio pieces. Ultimately,
Eddie will be working to create real- time interactive visualizations based on collected traffic and
pedestrian data.

– article adapted from CBS46News

COMING EVENTS

For their season finale performance, at 6pm, on Sunday evening, May 1 at the First Baptist Church of
Statesboro, the Symphonic Wind Ensemble and Wind Symphony are very excited to feature

Atlanta-based

guest

piano

soloist

Pam

Asberry

performing

George

Gershwin's

epic

work, Rhapsody in Blue. Accompanied by the Symphonic Wind Ensemble on Donald
Hunsberger's setting, this masterwork is scored in a fashion reminiscent of the original version for the
Paul Whiteman Orchestra, and richly captures the full spirit of New York City in the boisterous 1920s.

Described as “one of the most promising solo piano artists in New Age music today” (B.T.
Fasmer, New Age Music Reviews), Pam Asberry is an award-winning solo pianist and composer
who combines contemporary, new age and classical sounds to create music that is alternately
melodic and graceful, dramatic and powerful, peaceful and hypnotic. Classically trained from the age
of seven, she completed a master’s degree in piano performance and piano pedagogy and maintains
a private teaching studio near Atlanta, Georgia. She has played concerts across the United States
and abroad and her passion is sharing her music and the stories behind them with listeners around
the world. Pam’s music can be heard on Whisperings Solo Piano Radio, Spotify, Pandora, Apple
Music, Sirius XM, The River of Calm, and elsewhere. Visit www.pamasberry.com to find out more.

Also featured on the program will be El Camino Real, by Alfred Reed, Hymn to a Blue Hour, by
John Mackey, Ecstatic Fanfare, by Steven Bryant, Second Prelude, by George Gershwin,
and Cartoon, by Paul Hart.

Pam Asberry

The Elaris Duo with Xun Pan, piano will perform two concerts in Savannah
May 13 & 14
The Elaris Duo, Dr. Larisa Elisha, violin and Dr. Steven Elisha, cello – with pianist, Xun Pan will
perform a piano trio concert on the Arts at Messiah Music Series, Friday, May 13 at 7pm, at the
Messiah Lutheran Church, 1 West Ridge Rd, Savannah, GA. The program will include Johannes
Brahms’s Piano Trio No. 1 in B major, op. 8 and Felix Mendelssohn’s Piano Trio No. 2 in C minor, op.
66.
The trio program will be performed as well at the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music
Performance Stage in the Plant Riverside District (Gretsch Stage) in Savannah, Saturday, May 14 at
7:30pm. Both events are free and open to the public.
Dr. Pan is the Director of Keyboard Studies of The Tell School of Music at Millersville University of
Pennsylvania and is a visiting professor at many universities and conservatories in China. He taught
and served as the Chairman of the Piano Department at Pennsylvania Academy of Music between
1996 and 2009. Dr. Pan is one of the founding members and the Co-Artistic Director of the Lancaster
International Piano Festival in Pennsylvania, USA.
Dr. Pan, Dr. Larisa Elisha and Dr. Steven Elisha will provide a chamber music workshop and
discussion, May 12 at 11am, in Carol A. Carter Recital Hall

This summer, Southern Chorale will be traveling to Germany once again for our next international
choral competition, "Sing Berlin!”. While in Germany, the choir will be visiting Leipzig, the center of

Bach’s activities in the early 18th century, following the footsteps of Felix Mendelssohn through
Dresden and Berlin, and visit Georgia Southern's sister institution Martin Luther University in Halle,
the birthplace of Händel. We will end our tour in Hamberg and perform at the Harbor Festival with the
German Federal police in Lübeck. All of this is make possible through a generous grant from the
Halle Foundation and through contributions from our Student Government Association. We will
perform a Send-off concert on June 30th in the Carol A. Carter Recital Hall before we fly out on July
4th. If you wish to contribute to our student’s trip you can do so through the Georgia Southern
Foundation's Choral Program Fund 0497 at https://advancement.georgiasouthern.edu/giving/ . We

appreciate your love and support as we strive to bring home the Gold once again for Georgia
Southern University. GATA!

For a complete schedule of event please go to Gretsch
School of Music websites
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/statesboro-campus-concertseason/
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/armstrong-campus-concertseason/

SUPPORT THE
GRETSCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC
The Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music embraces the legacy of more than a century of musicmaking at Georgia Southern University. We need you to be a part of the continuation and expansion
of this tradition of excellence.
You can support the faculty, students, staff, and mission of the Gretsch School of Music with your gift
by visiting the Georgia Southern Foundation
(https://advancement.georgiasouthern.edu/giving/) and designating your gift for Fund GS0077 (Fred
and Dinah Gretsch School of Music).
The faculty, staff, and students of the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music thank you!

Copyright © *2022* *FRED AND DINAH GRETSCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC AT GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY*, All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:
P.O. BOX 8052 STATESBORO, GEORGIA 30460-8052
unsubscribe from this list

update subscription preferences

